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3a 241.7: WE 15 
Wherefor, then, ſerveth the Law? 


I. Tas. added men of _ 
erelſi ions, — 


IHE. BCG ws efiodts of zeal, with- 
out knowledg, of free- thinking, 
uithout the juſt exerciſe of reaſon, 
have no where appear'd more remarkably, than 
in the writings of modern enemies to reveal d 


religion. Therein pretenſions are officiouſſy 
made to ſuch penetration, as cannot, to ſuch 
ingenuity, as will not, be deluded into a ſervile 
acquieſcence 1 in prevalent opinions, or (accord. 
ing to a more favorite phraſe) eſtabliſ d errors. 
Yet, notwithſtanding the ſpeciouſneſs of theſe 
pretenſion s, the authors of them appear, on 
A 2 various 


5 The uſe and ſcope 


various occaſions, not only unequal, but even 
unconcern d, to ſupport them. Diſcovery 
(whatever claims they make to ſuperior talents) 


ſeemeth not to lye within their ſphere. A com. 


pariſon of their productions, with the pro- 
ductions of their unbelieving predeceſſors, will 
ſufficiently evince, that they can condeſcend to 
maintain the tenets, which they did not invent; 
and to promote (as far as they are able to pro- 
mote) a revolution of exploded falſities, whil t 
they challenge the glory of * and de- 
fending truth. 


In the <epernth of oppoſition to (What they 
are pleas'd to call) vulgar credulity, ſome of 
the number, with a judicious freedom, peculiar 
to themſelves, throw aſide all little regards to 
conſiſtency; and, rather than ſappreſs the ſpirit 
of contradiction, reſolutely venture to proſe- 
cute ow common cauſe; by contradiQory 1 
firions. | | 

A late leader of this refining bed, under 
the colour of veneration for the Moſaic Lav, 


1193 19 4 } 

1 Vide Car. Moſbeim: Vindie, adv. Toland. p- 257, 258, 283 
& ſeq. In the Preface to Naxzeren. f. III. p. vi. the author affirm- 
eth, that Jeſus did not take away or cance! the Jewiſh Law in any ſerſe 
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contended for its perpetuity, in it's utmoſt. 


extent; and aſſerted; the immutability of the 
rites, therein appointed. A ſucceeding patron 
of the ſame; general ſcheme hath, with equal 
ſtrength of reaſon, directly confronted his 


fellow · labourer, and traduced the ritual part 
of that Law, in all the moſt yilifying forms of 
ſpeech, which his rhetoric cou d ſupply. In 


ſo friendly a manner do theſe ſagacious lovers 
of truth conſpire in their procedure to a con- 
cluſion, intended to ſubvert. the authority of: 
holy Scripture; whil ſt the one affirmeth, that 
a portion of the Old Teſtament is improperly. 
ſuppos d to be ſuperſeded in the New; and 
the * other pronounceth the ſame portion, 
abſolutely unfit for the Alwiſe Creator to or- 
Main and for a regſpnable creature to obey ! 


k ſucifie only 2 — and, without exception, cap. I. 
p. 5. that Jeſus did not, as tit univerſally believ/d, aboliſh the Law of 
Moſes, neither in whole, nor in part; not in the letter, no more than 
in the ſpirz—See alſo the other places referr d to in the leatned 
Moſheim's Vindic. confer. Philaſtr. de Hæreſ. in Biblioth. Patr. T.4. 
p. 10. edit. Paris. 1610. & Epiphan. Hæreſ. 28. p. 110, edit. Petav. 
Add. Tren. contra Hæreſ. p. 105. 1.1. c. 26. edit. Maſſuet. Auguſt. 
de Hæreſ. c. VI11, ix, x. Tom. oct. p. 7. edit. Bened. 1 Moral 
Philoſ. p. 23,29, 32, 40, 51. Compare Spinoſa in Traftatu Theo- 
log. Polit. c. 5. - Zpiphi Hæreſ. xx1, p. 58. * de Hzreſ, 
* 18. Tom. & pag. berg citat. 
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The Jewiſh error, vd by the former, 
hath been frequently and fully refated : and a 
refutation of the ſentence, which the latter 
hath borrow'd from antient heathens and 
antient heretics; is virtually comprehended 


in the Apoſtle s anſwer,” darf is he ſobhec 
of o our ee conſideration.” 12 


The greavürguwent- of this his epiſtle is Ks 


method of juſtification. The Jews, who ate 
primarily concern'd in the diſcuſſion of it, had 
imbib'd a perſuaſion, that they might be jufti- 
fy d, if they indeavourd to diſcharge the du- 
ties of the moral Law; and; in caſe of failure, 
recurr'd to thoſe means of attonement, which 
the ceremonial injoind. The juſtneſs of this 
perſuaſion having been deny'd by St. Paul, he 
ſuppoſeth a Judaiſing teacher offended with 
the denial, and thus prepar'd to expoſtulate 
and demand ----"? Wherefor, then, ferotth the 


1 Tack. Hig. L 2. 231 & 1.5. e 1 


foam. fn Tib. c. 36. Plutarch. Sympaf. 1. 4. T. 2. p. 669 & ſeg. 
Id. i Tur, p. 169. Strako I. 16. f- 1104 & ſeq. 2 A. 
de Hæreſ. cap. xx1. Tren. I. 1. c. 27. Þ; 106. Tertul. de Pracr: 
p. 222, edit. Rigalt. Epiphen. Hzr, 41, . 0 7 Ti & 6 wp@ 3 
dicitur u . pro Aus d 6 dhe ſeil. lrign; vid. Xenoph, K. A. 
b. 146 n. 1. vel pro Ti & 6 rvp@- ſeil, Yi; vel apiaa; 
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Low? = of, 1 a. kl ſignificancy is it? 
do what, valuable purpoſe is it ſubſervient; 
u =, wat — if its abr 
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. ta rectify the n nd PN 
me importunity, of ſuch zealous, miſappre- 
hending advocates of the Law, S. Paul telleth 
them not, that they were deceiv d in their opi- 
nion of it's diyine original that it had 
« neither any thing of truth or goodneſs in it, 
« but was a blinding, inſlaving conſtitution ” 
which introdue d and confirmid- a ſtate of 
« civil and religious blindneſs and bigottry, ty- 
aranny and flayery.”---No--Theſe, with many 

other elegant. and:convincing modes of reaſon- 
ing; are the ſingular offering of catholic 
principles and free inquiry, maintain d by 
thoſe. inlighten d, inlarged ſpirits; who have 
« ſeen'the weakneſs and abſurdity of ſyſtema- 
tical orthodoxy. and church authority”. The 
dats, nyo; rom fo a AY TIE; oY re- 
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turns this anſwer to the queſtion propos d. A 
(the Law) as i added becauſe of tranſereſ. 
on it was never intended to be, of itſelf, 
the means of obtaining femiffiba' f ſins 1 it 
was ſuited to the particular cireumſtances of 
the Iſraclites, and the exigences of the times, 
wherein it was deliver d. The tranſgreſſions, 


which then prevail d, gave occaſion to intro- 


duce i it, "as 4 great erpedient of God's Provi- 
dence, in the regulation and inſtruction of His 
people; il che Seed ſhould come, to Whom was 
mide the promi % of conveying ie, inher 
tance of he blefling;' to alk mankind. n 


5 -» 0 1 ME, 33 
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: er this Imitation,” concerning the con- 
aue err wfeomotle juſt to collect, 


were. #4 


111 Its! 201281 13115 7 
ws 1 eee erb -i, auxetic power of the pr i 
alſo obſeryable in the epiſt. to Phileni. v. 19. "Add Aueh. k. A, 
p.32. n. 2. So is the ſame verb uſed by Aſtin, Orat. cont. Ctes. 
p. 33. edit. Oxon. See alſo Matt VI. 33. Acts II. 47. W 
2 Axels, in general, pointeth out ſome germ or bounds, , 


latly of rye — and thus it ſometimes” denoteth'barely the 1 


burn d: til the term expreſs d; ſo ab to erclude any farhe 
ſpace or time. Here it ſeems to have this power; which muſt 


be attributed to it Luke I. 20. Gal. IV. 2. and elſewhere. Some 


times, indeed, it ſo denoteth the Imermediace time, as not to ex- 
clude the ſubſeguenz—as Rom. V. 13. 1 Cob. XV. 25. The fame 

diſtinct powers belong to fixe. and as. See tk XIII. zo. 
A= XX. 7. Epheſ- IV. 13. Heb. IX. 10. Matt. XI. a3 XVIII. 
Rom. V. 14. Matt. I. 25. II. 15. XXII. 44. Mark. XV. 33. Lake 
XV. 2 8. and elſewhere. | 
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chat its ceremonial part is chiefly, if not ſolely, 
reſpected in the reaſon, which St. Paul here 
aſſigneth, for the addition of it. And to e- 
vince, how ſignally that part of it correſpond- 
ech to the reaſon aſſign d, no other arguments 


may be requir d, than ſuch as are offer di in 
| diſtin Views 's of it's 6 


_ 


— 
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men 7 To chaſtiſe cinfareſiies' for paſt 
and to _ them from future, COR * 


2 7 Men 
- 3 * 
3 


NBnebhb br n — -To remind them of their 
wile, whenever it was repeated ; and of _ 
Wee . was n incurr =— | 

| TrrxDLy, — To miniſter conſolation” to 
thoſe, i in whom it had excited a due ſenſe of 
their tranſgreſſions. „ 


And, Fix 87, In the Ceremonial Law there 
was an aptneſs to chaſtiſe tranſgreſſors for paſt, 
and to an them from future, treſpaſſes, 


I. The temper and circumſtances of the 
people, to whom it was given, requir d that 
variety of troubleſom, rigorous ingagements, 
wherewith' it aboundeth. With reluctance did 
1 they 
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they receive the commands; and with i ingrati- 

tude, the bleſlings, of the Creator. Fre. 

quently had they provok d His diſpleaſure; tho 

frequent experience might have taught them 

the ineſtimable value of His favour. A deli- 
verance from Egyptian tyranny had long been 
the object of their moſt ardent deſires. Theſe 
their defires were fully anſwer d; yet, no ſuit- 
able acknowledgments of the benefit were payd 
to the great and gracious Benefactor. Mar. 
vellous things did He in their behalf; yet, they 
forgat whats He had done, and the wonderful 
works, that He had Jhewed for them. Such 
groſs abuſe of goodneſs, it was an inſtance of 
ſuperlative goodneſs to chaſtiſe. Indulgent 
connivance at. criminals may often, in their 
conſtruction, be an excuſe of crimes. That 
nation, then, might have been thereby induc d 
to procede, with additional boldneſs, in their 
evil courſes; and, becauſe they were uncor- 
reed, have taken occaſion to fancy themſelves 
unblameable. Severity, in divine diſpenſations 
towards them, was a ſeaſonable remedy againſt 
ſuch vain preſumption; and together with 
2 II. XL VIII. z, 4, 3. Ex. XXXII. 7, 8, 9. Acts VII. 51. 


N 29. Tech. VII. 11. 3 Tertull, ady. Mare, 
oh 2. c. 14, Maimon, More Ww parte 34. 67 33˙ 


juſtice 
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juſtice was mercy alſo exercis'd in the applica. 


tion of it. It declar d the offenſiveneſs of their 
conduct; and might convince them i, that the 
heavy yoke was deſervedly I, in puniſh- 
ment on re ftgbborn Ogg: 


But, beſides the city] intention of the Ce- 


remonial Law, the ſeveral allufions, which the 


Apoſtle uſeth in ſpeaking of it, do alſo import 


it's tendency to preſerve the puniſh'd from re- 


lapſes into ſin. In vain, indeed, do'th the 
weight oppreſs, and the ſchooimaſter chaſtiſe, 
if the oppreſs d and chaſtis d are ſnddenly re- 


leas'd from grievance and diſciplin, and per- 
mitted to injoy the ſame degree of liberty, 


which they had often abus d. Before, as well 
as after, Iſracl came out of Egypt, * they were 
ſurrounded by numerous examples, inviting 
them to communications, which corrupt 200d 
manners : nor were they ſo much diſpos d to 
cleave ſtedfaſtly unto God, as to imitate what 


prevail'd amongſt their ungodly neighbours. 


Amongft their neighbours, religious ſervices 
were diſcharg d with great parade and ſplen- 


dor; and, in the affections of the rade majo- 


1 Acts XV. o compar'd with the texts cited p 10. 2 Maimon. 
More Nexoch. parte 2 c. 37- 


139 rity 
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rity, theſe ſpecious ſolemnities too eaſily took 
place. Viſible objects of worſhip ingag d their 
attention and addreſſes more effectually, than 
the inviſible Creator. And, tho the bodily 
exerciſes, which they choſe to uſe, were ac- 
company d with trouble, and demanded auſte- 
rities, that might ſeem to croſs their natural 
inclinations; yet, is a leſs difficulty willingly 
ſubmitted to, when ſuppos'd to excuſe from 
the neceſſity of ſubmitting to a greater. Hence 
did a lower degree of corporal uneaſineſs ap- 
pear eligible, when recommended by a delu- 
five perſuaſion, that it atton'd for all ſpiritual 
defects and blemiſhes, and ſuperſeded the more 
arduous offices of reforming the paſſions, and 
of pariffing the heart. 


Such, then, being the practices of the Gen- 
tile world, and ſuch the propenſities of the 
Iſraelites ---- thoſe overſpread with moral cor- 
ruption, and theſe prepar'd to be infected with 
it; there was urgent occaſion for the proviſio- 
nal inſtitutions, which intended the ſafety and 
regulation of the latter. The latter had been 
plac'd in a peculiar relation to God, and ap- 
pointed to profeſs the knowledg and preſerve 
the adoration of Him, who is alone adorable, 


In 
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In order, then, to ſecure the accompliſhment 
of this great purpoſe, it was highly expedient, 
that they ſhou'd be reſtrain'd from returning 
to promiſcuous commerce with thoſe, out of 
whom they had been ſeleed ---- that ſome me- 
thod ſhou'd be preſcrib'd, to prevent the fatal 
effects of familiar intercourſe between them. 
And, to this end were the ceremonial ordi- 
nances ſo plainly ſubſervient, that * a parti- 
tion- wall is one image, divinely choſen, to 
repreſent their efficacy, and more immediate 
intent. * Tho Iſrael was the heir and lord 
of all ; yet, as long as he was a child, ſpake, 
thought and underſtood as a child, he was 
remoy'd, as it were, from parental indear- 
ments; committed to guardians and tutors ; 
and reducd to the external appearance of 2 
ſervant ;----to bondage, under the elements of the 


world. 


_ 3'Thro' the ſtrict and conſtantly recurring 
exerciſe, which was thus adapted to his puerile 
ſtate, and the exigences of his fituation ; his 
temper was render d more tractable, and his 


1 Epheſ. II. 14. 2 Gal. IND. Exod. XXIX. 1—38, 
39. XXX. 10. XXIX. 10, 11, 15, 18, 19, 22, 23, 25, 31, 337 42. 
XXX. 7, 9, 10, 37, 38. compar d with XXXII. 7, 8. 


diſpoſitions 
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diſpoſitions to rebellion were check d; op. 
portunities to learn the works of the heathen 


were cut off, and the contagious influence of 


their idolatry was remov'd at a diftance from 
bien.” | 


In this bee of Providence, 1 may be 
perceiv d an aptneſs to correct and to reclaim 
tranſgreſſors; to puniſh, and to prevent, tranſ- 
greſſions; to humble the ſtubborn, and to guard 
the . 


and if, notwithſtanding this it's punitive 
and cbercive nature, the Iſraelites ſtill deviated 
from the rules of duty; the ſame economy 
extended it's benefit to them, under every freſh 
ſymptom, whether of weak or of refractory 
minds. If they, forgetful of their obligations, 
return d to fin, it ſuffer d them not to forget 


them an uninterrupted, mortifying view of 
their religious ſtate; and, it's ſervices tended, 


| 'SeconDLY, to remind them of their guilt, 
whenever it was repeated; and of the danger, 
which was thereby i incurr d. 


II. The 


the conſequences of their conduct. It gave 
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u. The Aden mbichii is la by: chaſ- 
tiſing irregularity, and impoſing / reſtraints 
preventive of it, is heighten d by repeated 
admonitions to the irregular. And, ſuch 
a portion of benignity was intermix d with 
the rigor of the legal conſtitution, that the 
Iſraelites were thereby conſtantly excited to 
acknowledg and regret their misbehavior. The 
offenders were not, by any exceſs of lenity, 
given up to uncontroll'd licentiouſneſs; left 
expos d to the contraction and confirmation 
of ill habits; or permitted to repeat their 
enormities, hon the My of a ſuita- 
ble mae, i g ene 

b 

The ſeveral . big which' Hit 
yere ſtrictly requir'd to pay, manifeſtly con- 
duc d to call up the memory of their inward 
diſorders; and the works of their hands, in 
ſome rites, not obſcurely ſuggeſted the wick- 
edneſs of their hearts. In the ſolemnities of 
ablution and of purification, they, in effect, 
reproach d themſelves with moral uncleanneſs; 
call d it to rememb rance, and openly confeſs d 
it, In the denial of mien into the Sanc- 


ot 


1 Maimon More Nerock parte 34. c. 33. 
. tuary, 


tuary, it was obvious to perceive, that they 
ſtood arraign d of ſuch impurity, as render d 
them unfit or nearer approaches to the divine 
preſence. Behold even that Tribe, * whoſe 
privilege it was made to give attendance at the 
altar, excluded from the holy of holies; and 
the liberty of ent ring into it, once only each 
year, appropriated to the high - prieſt! And, 
what might be more naturally collected from 
theſe reſtraints, than the unworthineſs even of 
the beſt, amongſt that nation, to injoy fami- 
lar: accels to God ?---- than the extreme offen- 
ſiveneſs to His nature, which fin importeth? 
In each propitiatory ſacrifice, eſpecially, their 


offences were more formally declar'd ; and the 


puniſhment, due to them, was clearly ſignify d, 
by the death of the vicarious victim. By an 


commandments, in this and other inſtances, 
they own d, as by a hand -· writing, the debt they 
had contracted, as well as nee & pn to 
Wanne it. e ee 1o 212008 


1 was 5 "ion miniſterial ouly to pur: 
poſes of leverity?. Dio it only S * 


1 n vill 5, 5 Dea X. 8. Heb va. 5, 15 13 
2 Heb. IX. 7. EE 52 


perpetually 


exact, reiterated compliance with zbe lam of 
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perpetually produce a mortifying recolleQtion 
of guilt, and leave the guilty wounded with a 
ſenſe of their danger, without offering any 


proſpect of relie*? Not ſo: If, thro it, — 
offender was treated with magiſterial-rigout;; 
if it chaſtis d his departures the moral 
Law, and ſbem d him his. tranſgreſſieut; yet, 
was it's diſciplin mitigated and imptov'd by 


gracious inſtructions, directiug him to Chriſt, 


as it's great end, and the confolaror founda- 


tion of his * 


Thus the view, which | it | ane | of 
ſpiritual diſorders, impell d not the diſorder d 
to deſpair, but incourag d him to ſeek for 


his proper cure; and truly inform d him, where 
alone that cure might be . un in it 


was alſo contain d, 


Tarzo LY, an aptneſs to miniſter condola- 
tion to thoſe, in whom it had excited. : a due 


Fg. 
a4 


III. Men, indeed, are not very readily in- 


duc'd to obſerve injunions, wherein their in- 
tereft ſeemeth not at all conſulted, --- wherein 
Har preyailing defires are oppos'd, and their 


C demeanor 
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demeanor is condemn d. But, when overtures 
of favbur are connected with the ſeverities in- 
join d; when a method of ſecuring the higheſt 
good of mortals is, at the ſame time, propos d, 
the moſt indolent muſt be affected with the 
proſpect; muſt imbrace the hope ſet before 
him with eagerneſs, and cheriſh it with care. 
Now, the method, whereby divine wiſdom had 
choſen to reinſtate falln man in a capacity 
of attaining the complete happineſs of his 
nature, was pointed out in the oblation of 
victims, the principal part of the Levitical 
worſhip. And, tho this inſtance of divine 
worſhip had a much more early date, than the 
Moſaic œœconomy; yet, was it, with a merciful 
deſign, incorporated, as it were, into that œco- 
nomy, and more ſolemnly revivd with the re- 
vival of the Law of nature, in the tables of 
the decalogue. Hereupon, the conſciences of 
thoſe, who ſtood condemn d by the tenor of 
that Law, were reſtor d to peace, thro the 
means of reconciliation to God, which, in 
N were offer d to their view. 
4 e, blood, of flain beaſts, indeed, had no 
power, in itſelf, to waſh away 9 ns ; to purge the 
Fonſcience from dead works, and render the offend- 
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ed Creator propitious to offending creatures. 
Yet, the defect of inherent efficacy in the legal 
offerings, was, in ſome meaſure, ſupplyd by 
their * relation to that immaculate Lamb; 
which was virtually ſlain from the foundation 
of the world; and, in divine intention, taketh 
away the Gs: of the whole, race of man, in 
every period of time. As, then; the benefi- 

cial influence of this ſacrifice extended to allꝭ 
who liv'd before, as well as to thoſe, who 
liv d after, it's actual oblation; the very na- 
ture of it will make this concluſion probable, 
at leaſt, that the ſervants of God were, in 
ſome degree, acquainted with the- important 
benefit, confirm d in expectation of it, by 
the chief act of their religious ſervice; and, 


conſequently, comforted with the hope of 
pardon, even whil ſt they ſolemnly ond ihem. 


ſelves — to Danibe nt. Sorbet 


The Ame olictaivit is rais d e Pieds 


bility, by the Pſalmiſt s expreſs and earneſt de- 
ſire to * awell and aue i in r temple 8 the 


I Vide præſtantiſ. Budde Hiſt, Eccleſ. V. T. T. 1. P. 537 
& ſeq. Deyling. Obſervat. Sacr. part. tert. p. 326 & ſeq. 
edit. alt. Venema Diſſertat. Sacr. I. 2. c. 1. Ca#pxov. Introduct. 
ad libr. V. Teſt; T. 1. c. v1. f. vi. 2 Pſal. XXVII. 4. com- 


C 2 Lora, 


2 _ The uſe and ſcope + 
Lond; and to behald His fair beauty. What 
beauty cou d he there diſcern, ſo ingaging and 
attraQiye:of his attention and affections? In 
the mere exterior of the moſt ſacred rites,---in 
pouring out and ſprinkling the blood of ani- 
rhals; there cou dibe no ſuch form and coml;. 
neſ7;; of which he might deſire to be a frequent 
ſpectator. His heart and thoughts were, un- 
douhtedly, entertain d with nobler views,. 
with the myſtical and ſublime intent of what 
he beheld, ---* the good things to come, which 
were thereby adumbrated, -.-- the meritorious 
ſacrifice, which, in the fulne ſe of time, was to 
be viſihly offer d, to expiate the guilt even of 
thoſe ſins, for which no attonement was pro- 
vided in the Lu. Kr Ai2 . 


9 29 4 

pate Gn. 1B, 975 96, 99. xXXVI. 6, 7. * 6 u. 
Vox Sy, (aua utitur Pſaltes divinus loco ard citato) 
1) generatim importat quamcumque ſuævitarem & amenitatem, quæ 
animum ſenſuſque ſuaviter afficere & delinire valet: 2) ſpeciatim 
Deo tui ibuta refert eximiam gratie e favoris Divini ſuavizatem, qua 
anzma hominis, mirifice reficitur &, oblectatur, dum eam pain 
per operi Providentiz, peri per dulciflimi Evangelii verbum ab- 
unde declaratam videt. Sic doct. Stock Clav. L. S. ad v. Eodem expo- 
nente, verbum (quod noſtrates vertunt inquire, viſe) valet 


rin & i ſelris, & cum ſingulari attentione & ſtudio; 
it: carats, & diligeuer. Adde erudit. Chriſt, Zen. Aichadlis ad - 
-yorat., at locum 1 Pl. CXIX. paſſim. XXVI. 6, Col. II. 1. 
- Heb. N. 11913, 17, J. 1. 1 Pet. I. 10, fn 2 
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And, tho the ruder part of the: Jewiſh na- 
tion might not, of themſelves, apprehend:the 
principal ſcope of their ritual ſyſtem; yet, may 
it be reaſonably preſam'd,; that their attention 
was often directed to it, by prophets and holy 
men, appointed and diſpos'd to communicate 
what they had learn'd in the ſanQuary, and 
to comfort others with the wers wherewith 
0 themſelves were ERR » THE 


* Tits, then, the antient mee as; God, 
ſome by their own light and conſideration; 
others, by the inſtruction of faithful teachers, 
were inabl d to penetrate into the more retir d 
meaning of ceremonial ordinances, to ex- 
tend their thoughts beyond what was preſent 
and diſcernible by their ſenſes, to what was 
remote and ſpiritual, to perceive the > diſ- 


penſation of bleſſings in Chriſt, that govern- 


ing deſign of Providence, ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtles, as form'd before the world began, and 


witneſſed by 2h law and the Prophets, wt 


1 See the learned Mr. Lnlend's Divine Authority of the Ola | 
md New Teſtament aſſerted, p. 109, & foll. Wifi Egypt. I. 3. 
c. 14. 5. 17. 2 Eph. I. 4. & foll. III. 9, 10, 11. Col. I. 26, 27. 


2 Tim. I. 9, Io, 1 Pet. I. 10, 11, 12,20, Rom. III. 2 


Hence 
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Hence did the legal auſterities derive a 
more mild appearance; the burden, which, 
without this exalted view, was intolerable, 
became more eaſy to be born, and vefreſb. 
ment wat regen ru to ry TER and: —_ 
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Rudd tho ſuch: blinds e 4 to n 
of Iſrael, that they beheld not the wond'rous 
things of the Lam; yet, that it ſhadow'd out 
the grand hope of that, and the deſire of 
every other, nation, S., Paul's epiſtle to the 
Hebrews leaveth no room to doubt. The 
correſpondence between thoſe ſhadows of the 
Teſtament, and the Apoſtle s application 
of them to events under the New, together 
with the tendency of the former to relieve the 
minds of the penitent, might receive illuſtra. 
tion from a diſtinct ſurvey of perſons; places, 
times nd in ach to the Levitical 


| 14 
1 IT +4 VA” of . 


I | Vide Gs Natal, Annees Hig. EccleC Tom. x -- Diert. m 
p. 404. & feq. Mafiricht Theolog, Theoret,—PraR. I. 8. c. 2. 
Vinema Diſſertat. Sacr. 1. 2. Franciſ. Turretini Inſtitut, Theolog. 

part. ſec. Queſt. KRV., p. 167. & ſeq. edit. Lugd. Bat. , Deyling, 

blervat. Sacr. part. ſec. p. 165. s. Ix. & part. tert. p- 89. ſeq, 
& alibi paſſim. Adde Meyer.” .& Tempor Sacr. & Feſtis Hebr. 
p. 98—116 & leq.” 12 
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eſtabliſhment. ': But, of theſe me cannot now 
ſpeak particularly: nor is it, indeed, neceſſary 
to ſpeak particularly of theſe; ſeing they were 
chiefly appointed in ſubſerviency to the great 
act of worſhip, already treated of the act, 
which prefigur d the true propitiation for 
tranſgreſſions; and, by conſequence, mini- 
ſter d the true grounds of comfort to frank 
un „ e eee 9) 


R ſum ---- If chaſtiſement and coercion in- 
terpos'd, when the majority were wicked, and 
the few were weak; when the examples of 
thoſe were corrupt, and the minds of theſe in- 
clin d to follow them - if methods of con- 
vincing the irregular of their own miſery; and 
of comforting the convicted, with overtures 
of divine mercy, may argue the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of an inſtitution; then is the Cere- 
monial branch of the Moſaic Law, wherein 
theſe ſeveral ends are ſucceſsfully conſulted, 
not without raſhneſs, pronounc d unbecoming 


the Being, to whom believers aſcribe its 


original. 


The preceding (however imperfect) view 
of it's more immediate uſes and ultimate in- 
tent, 
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tent, may ſuffice to vindicate it from the aby- 
five treatment, which it hath ſuffer d from 
profane men. To every examiner, free from 
the vain ſpirit of innovation, as well as duly 
furniſn d with learning and with candor, it 
preſenteth a ſeries of valuable benefits, ang 
above each other in a regular gradation. In 
the firſt ſtep, the tranſgreſſor ſuffereth; his 
ſorrow and fear are excited, in the next; 
and, in the laſt, his ſolicitude, about the final 
event of his actions, is appeas d; whilſt he 
obſerveth the whole diſpenſation terminating 
in the Meſſiah; the Evangelical ſubſtance ſuc- 
ceding to the Legal adumbrations; the real pro- 
pitiation, to the repreſentations of it. Hope 


took riſe from this proſpect, compos d the 


anxious and chear d the deſponding mind; in- 
vited it to contemplate, with joy, the univerſal 
bleſſing of a Redeemer, and to extend it's de- 
fires to future and glorious, thro the veil of 
preſent, tho' leſs excellent, proviions for * 


* of men. 


11 tho be Hebrews rejectdd; and 
Heathens ſtill continue to deride, the myſte- 
ries of the Law; tho a crucify d Savior, to 
| Whom it pointed as it's great end and con- 


ſummation, 
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ſummation, was a ſtumbling-block to ſome, 4 
ſeolz ſbne ſr to other; yet, the Chriſtian, ſen- 
ſble of his wretchedneſs by nature, and f his 
ſelicĩty by grace, muſt rejoice with reverence 


and; gratitude: to God, whilſt he meditates 
on the various Soma ün aue of Providence 
to the various occafions of the wretched, --- 
whil ſt his thoughts advance from the ſhadowy 
dawnings, as it were,” of the morning, and a 
feebler light, to the full ſplendour and — 
ning warmth of! the Sun of righteouſneſs." 
is (and let him ever remember that he 2 
eminently ingag d to decline the works of dark- 
neſs, and to walk agreeably to the * » 
lebe, into whi 2 1 15 call 4. 

And, whiltt infidels diſcaän the bens of 


it, and aggravate. their condemnation by per- 
yerſe attempts to expoſe the inſtitutions, which 


were introductory and preparatory to it; he 


may receive additional. confirmation in the 
truth, from obſerving, that their ſtrength, tho 
not their malice, is exhauſted; and that, want- 
ing new matter of cavil, they recur to old, and 
repeat the impotent aſſaults, which haye often 
been repell d. 


D May 


\ 


| "May they, /at length, be pickeid with aſnſe 
of their wilful blindneſs, relent, and ſtrive to 
recover the bleſſing, which they ſeem to have 
renounc d l And, may the conduct of every. 
Chriſtian cler a jult attention to his —_— 


CLIT * 1 


; Wo grant this, for the.ſake of Eis bebe 
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Son, our bleſſed Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt- To 
Whom, with the Father and = Holy Spirit, 


be univerſal and eternal _ 10 
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